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INTRODUCTION
Since Taiko Community Alliance’s inception,
conducting and maintaining the Taiko Census has
been an important part of the work we do. On the
surface, census data can help the whole taiko
community track the growth and population trends
of the artform. Census information helps TCA and
taiko groups get grants by quantifying how many
people actually are involved with or influenced by
taiko. This data can also provide a chronicling or
history of taiko around the world. With each
iteration of the Census, TCA has made great efforts
to improve the process of conducting the census,
refining the questions asked in the census, and
relaying these findings to the community. Our
primary goals of the 2020 Census included
generating this report, and creating a living
database to serve as a taiko group directory. More
to follow on the taiko group directory in 2023.
In 2020, TCA reframed the questions to explore
types of engagement/activities involving taiko. This
was different from the shopping and purchasing
habits that were captured in the 2016 Census.
Moreover, in 2020 TCA generated social
networking/memetic maps to see how respondents
were connected through their individual taiko
biographies (special thanks to TCA Volunteer Josh
Yoon for creating this visual tool). In North
America, this mapping process revealed that all
taiko players are within six degrees of separation
from Seiichi Tanaka. TCA is now using this tool to
help visualize the growth and evolution of taiko in
Europe.

Pictured Below:
Tanaka Sensei performing at
NATC 2019 Portland Taiko Jam

There was a noted decrease in response rates to the census in 2020 as
compared to 2016; the most likely cause of the decrease is a combination of
environmental factors: self-isolation, screen fatigue, and a large number of
groups closing/going dormant. The Census posed questions related to COVID,
online taiko engagement, and the current state of taiko groups to explore
these environmental conditions. It is also important to note that the overlap
between respondents from the 2016 Census and the 2020 Census was fairly
small, suggesting two things: 1) that there were a lot of new voices being
expressed in the 2020 Census, and 2) that drawing direct conclusions about
growth and trends may not be as accurate. High participation rates in future
Census cycles will help to increase the overall accuracy of the data.
There were also a larger percentage of taiko teachers/instructors that
participated in 2020 as compared to 2016 (which is posited to have
occurred because taiko instructors have been more consistently engaged
with taiko activities within the past year). The 2020 Census provided
supplemental questions to respondents who self-identified as
teachers/instructors to capture additional data related to the type(s) of
teaching they do.

Figure 1. Venn diagram illustrating the
common respondents between the 2016 and
2020 Taiko Census.

Finally, some of the findings gained
from the 2020 Census are more
subjective/interpretive in nature. An
example would be the data acquired
when asking teachers about teaching
individuals with disabilities. The
responses showed a wide range of
categorical answers and also
personal thoughts of the
respondents about the
wording/framing of the question
itself. Further discussion on this
question will be included further in
the report.

TAIKO PLAYERS IN
NORTH AMERICA AND
BEYOND: BASIC PROFILE
The 2020 Census had a total of 959 respondents. The average age of the
respondents was 42.5 years old (with a standard deviation of ± 17.2 years).
Since the 2020 Census was an electronic survey, it is assumed that all
respondents completed the survey on a computer or mobile device. The 2020
Census also explored other demographic aspects of the taiko population such as
gender, geographic region, race/ethnicity, and education - all of which will be
discussed in this section of the report.

Gender
Of the 959 respondents, 580
identified as Female (63.3%),
298 identified as Male (32.5%),
30 identified as Non-binary
(3.3%), 6 preferred not to say
(0.7%), and 2 preferred to selfdescribe (0.2%). This is
consistent with previous census
data in that North American taiko
typically has a larger female
population. But based on the
sample size of the 2020 Census,
it would be difficult to claim that
this is representative of the
greater taiko population, which
the Census team estimates is
above 10,000 people strong in
North America.
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Figure 2. Responses to gender demographic questions

TAIKO PLAYERS IN
NORTH AMERICA AND
BEYOND: BASIC PROFILE
Geographic Region - Global
Respondents to the 2020 Census reside all over the world. There were 2 (0.2%)
respondents from Asia, 47 (5.2%) respondents from Australia/New Zealand, 60
(6.6%) respondents from Canada, 96 (10.5%) respondents from Europe, 12
(1.3%) respondents from Japan, 16 (1.8%) respondents from South America, and
677 (74.4%) respondents from the United States. There were no respondents who
identified they lived/resided in Africa for the 2020 Census.

Figure 3. Responses to residency demographic questions

TAIKO PLAYERS IN
NORTH AMERICA AND
BEYOND: BASIC PROFILE
Geographic Region - United States & Canada
There were 7 out of 10 Canadian Provinces represented and 38 out of 50 United
States represented by respondents. US Territories were not represented. The
western provinces and states reflected a denser taiko population whereas the U.S.
east coast states had a comparatively higher response rate to the Census than
their northern provincial counterparts. This does not suggest that unrepresented
regions have no taiko presence, but it does pose the question: "How can we
connect with these isolated taiko populations/communities?"

Figure 4. Responses to residency demographic questions for North America. Please note that
the United States regional coloring is to reflect the TCA geographic regions (Canada, Hawaii,
and International are their own regions respectively)

OTHER NUMBERS TO
CONSIDER
Age
Respondents by Age

Two age brackets were notedly larger in the Census - respondents
who selected being in their 30s and those over the age of 60. It
is important to note that of the 959 respondents, 146 stated
they were enrolled in school.

60+
184

Ethnicity / Race
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American Indian or Alaska Native
10
Asian
503
Black or African American
21
Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish origin
55
Middle Eastern or North African
4
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
13
White
466

Chinese - 114

Breakdown of
Asian Respondents

50s
136
40s
143

30s
191

Filipino - 40

Indian - 7

Japanese - 328

Korean - 16

Vietnamese - 16

20s
(Post-College)
130
20s
(College)
91
Youth - 27

Figure 5 & 6. Charts represent respondents by age group and a
breakdown of respondents who selected "Asian" as part of their
demographic information.

I am taking taiko lessons.

22.6%

I am a taiko instructor.

15.8%

I am a solo taiko artist.

4.2%

I play in a taiko group.

57.3%

Responses when asked how they
engaged with taiko

REPRESENTATION BY
ENGAGEMENT

Interest Gauges

Figure 7 & 8. The above figure shows percentages of how respondents identified how they engaged with taiko. The figure
below represents the level of interest (in percentage) respondents expressed in future taiko engagement.

in taking
taiko lessons
30.1%

in becoming a
taiko instructor
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in joining a
taiko group
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in becoming a
solo taiko artist
17.8%

COVID-19
IMPACT ON TAIKO
There's no denying that COVID-19 had an impact on the taiko community in
2020. Gatherings like the North American Taiko Conference (NATC), or the
Intercollegiate Taiko Invitational (ITI) all were halted. The Census data was
collected in the Fall of 2020, approximately six months after the first stayat-home orders took effect. The data suggested that COVID had inhibited our
community's ability to play/practice, gather, and earn income for playing
taiko. Below are the results of COVID-specific questions added to the 2020
Taiko Census.

316
indicated they
started engaging in
online learning as a
result of COVID

Figure 9. Responses
when asked how COVID
had impacted weekly
playing time

Impact on Playing Time:
Decreased: 60.1%
Stayed the Same: 12.3%
Increased: 4.9%

220

also indicated they
intend to continue
learning online even
after in-person
opportunities return

TEACHING TAIKO
Approximately 87% of instructors who completed the 2020 Taiko Census
lead group practices. This data simply reflects everyone who offers
instruction in particular areas and does not yet reflect any comparisons,
such as the number of individuals who offer exclusively online or exclusively
in-person instruction, etc. TCA did not get into more specific breakdowns of
educational offerings in different areas and at various age ranges, as we
intend to do more targeted and in-depth outreach in the coming years
between now and the next Census to form more complete pictures of what
our community trends and needs are. It is important to note that the
category of Instruction for Individuals with Disabilities includes: Autism,
Parkinsons, Deaf, Blind, “Old Age”
Pictured Right:
Stuart Paton teaching at
NATC 2019 Portland
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TAIKO CENSUS BENEFITS
THE WHOLE COMMUNITY

Figure 10. Word cloud representing open-ended responses to other ways we engage with taiko

Tracking how the taiko community grows over time is important for many reasons.
It can help us identify pandemic-level environmental shifts, celebrate our
resilience, and welcome new voices to the community. This data can also support
taiko artists, groups, and schools in securing grant funding with applications
strengthened by quantified information.
Taiko Community Alliance will continue to collect and house this data to track taiko
trends in North America and beyond. The next Taiko Census will be in 2024.
Please participate and encourage others to represent the taiko scene from their
part of the world. More participation equals more accurate representation of this
information.

DATA ANALYSIS
AT-A-GLANCE
The design of the 2020 Census began in late 2019 and was finalized in the summer
of 2020. Some questions were retained from the 2016 Census and the wording
intact to conduct trend analysis from the past cycle to the current cycle. New
questions that were added, or questions that were reworded, were crafted by a
team of TCA Staff, Board, and volunteers. The wording was also screened for
appropriateness with the American Disabilities Association (ADA) and the National
Institute of Health (NIH.gov) to insure privacy and minimal risk were imposed on
participants.
The 2020 Census collected responses from November 2020 to February 2021, with a
majority of these responses occurring in the first two months of data collection.
The Census was announced in the TCA Beat, on our website, and other social media
channels. Like in previous census cycles, TCA used a snowball sampling technique
where respondents referred others in their personal networks to respond to the
2020 Census.
The data was analyzed by the same team that designed the questions to align
intent of the findings to the raw data. A large amount of the quantitative
(numeric) data was demographic in nature, as was analyzed with descriptive
statistics. The qualitative (open ended/word response) data was analyzed using a
reiterative process known as qualitative content analysis (QCA) to identify themes
in the responses. However, much of the qualitative data was codified to be reported
using descriptive statistical representation as well.
If you or your taiko group would like to review the 2020 Census data, or use
portions of the data for your own research or grant writing, please contact TCA Staff
at info@taikocommunityalliance.org

The 2020 Taiko Census was made possible in part by funding from

